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India now has robust medical system
capable of supporting athletes:; Saina

UDUPI, DHNS

ormer badminton cham-
pion Saina Nehwal em-
phasised the growing
role of doctors, trainers, and
advanced medical technolo-
goi‘: helping athletes recover
injuries and extend their
sporting careers, :
Speaking at the launching
ceremony of the Centre of Ex-
cellence for Robotics at KMC,
Manipal, on , she said
the integration of robotic
equipment and new medical
innovations would revolution-
ise sports medicine in India.
Highlighting her own strug-
gles with injuries, Nehwal
revealed that she had to step
away from professional bad-
minton due to severe arthritis

tack. I can't play for more than
two hours even after pushing
myself.” she said, adding that
international competition de-
mands nearly 10 hours of rig-
orous training daily.”

, Reﬂecdng on l_ner‘;oumey.
the Olympian said, “Even if
the knee is broken, surgeries
can fix it, but in my case, it was
arecurring problem. Hence, I

Former badminton

had to end my passion with a
heavyheart.”

She lauded the progress of
India’s healthcare and sports
science sectors, noting that
the country now had a robust
medical system capable of sup-
porting athletes through ad-
vanced physiotherapy,

Lexercise
surgeries.
“The coming generations

have all possible facilities to
push their bodies. India has

SainaNehwal speaksafter inagurating

champion
the Centre of Excellence for Robotics at KMC in Manipal on Tuesday.

reached a level wherein we
can take help from robots and
shine at the international lev-
el,"she said.

Dr Sudhakar Kantipudi,
Chief Operating Officer, Ma-
nipal Cluster, emphasised the

forthe “The launch of Robetics Sur-

P s £
fpmre, she smd the use of cut-
inthe Olymipics could_;help!ln-
diabecomeastronger sporting
nation. “We are progressing.
I'hope these technologies will
empower our athletes to per-
form better and bt‘ip_g more
gloryto the country,”

gery Programme represents a
strategic commitment to the
future of healthcare delivery
in coastal Karnataka. The Ro-
botics Surgery Programme
will create a profound impact
inorthopedicsand other surgi-
cal specialties, where precision
iscritical.”
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Advanced robotic surgery programme
launched at Kasturba Hospital in Manipal

i

LJECHN SF BMREREEE L Do
Olympian Saina Nehwal inaugurating the Centre of Excellence far

Robotics at Kasturba Hospital In Manipal on Tuesday.

total joint and knee re-
placement

procedures
through computer-aided
planning that ensures opti-

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT mal implant positioning,
personalised surgical ap
pital said in a release. across multiple medical  proaches based on each
The introduction of ro-  specialties. The robotics  patient’s unique anatomy,
botic-assisted surgery surgery programme will and improved implant lon-
marks a paradigm shift in  create a profound impact  gevity and joint function.
surgical care, offering un-  in orthopaedics and other In surgical oncology, ro-
precedented advantages  surgical speciaities, where  botic technology enables
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- Shuttler Saina
“unveils programme

Times News NETWORK

Udupi: Saina Nehwal,
Olympic Badminton Cham-
pion, on Tuesday launched
an advan Robotic Surge-
ry Progr: e at Kasturba
Hospital, | Manipal. Spea-
king at the inauguration,
Saina Nehwal said, “As an
athlete, Iunderstand the cri-
tical importance of preci-
sion, recovery, and getting

ROBOTIC SURGERY

back to peak performance.
Just as technology has trans-

formed sports training and

performance, it is now revo-

lutionising healthcare. This

facility brings world-class
surgical care to people’s do-
orsteps, ensuring they recei-
ve quality treatment. Iam ho-
noured to be part of this mo-
mentous occasion that will
touch countlesslives.”

Nehwal at asfub 3G
Hospital, Manipal

Dr Sudhakar Kantipu-
di, COO, Manipal cluster,
said that aimed at enhan-
cing precision and impro-
ving outcomes in surgical
oncology, general surgery,
GI surgery, OBG, urology,
and joint replacement pro-
cedures, theadvanced tech-

nology is set torevolutioni-

se patient care.

With this launch, Kas-

turba Hospital became the
first healthcare institu-
tion in Udupidistrictto of-
fer robotic-assisted surge-
ries, hesaid.

surgeons to perform com-
plex cancer resections
with unprecedented accu-
racy, ensuring complete
tumor removal while maxi-
mising the preservation of
healthy tissue, the hospital
said.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Ms. Nehwal said that
as an athlete, she under-
stood the critical impor-
tance of precision, recov-
ery, and getting back
peak performance, “The
kaunch of robotics surgery
Is a game-changer for the
region. Just as technolpgy
has transformed sports
training and performance,
it is now revolutionising
healthcare,” she said.

H.S. Ballal, Pro-Chancel-
lor, MAHE was present on
the occasion.
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Saina Nehwal unveils Robotic
Surgery Programme at KH

Udupi: Advanced Robotic Surgery Programme was unveiled by
Saina Nehwal, Olympic badminton medallist at Kasturba
-Hospital in Manipat on Tuesday. This facility is aimed at
enhancing precision-and improving outcomes in surgical
oncology, general surgery, Gl surgery, 0BG, urology and joint
replacement procedures. Speaking at the inaugural session,
Saina Nehwal said, as an athlete, | understand the critical
importance of precision, recovery, and getting back to peak
performance. The launch of this Robotics Surgery Program at
Kasturba Hospital Manipal is a game-changer for the region. Just as
technology has transformed sports training and performance, it is
now revolutionising healthcare. This facility brings world-class
surgical care to people’s doorsteps, ensuring they receive quality
treatment,” she said. Dr H S Ballal, Pro-Chancellor of MAHE presided.

Saina Nehwal, Olympu badminton medallist, addresses the gathering at
Kasturba Hospital in Manipal on Tuesday | exemess . 0,
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Kasturba Hospital Manipal launches robotic surgery
programme unveiled by Olympian Saina Nehwal

Tue, Oct 14 2025 05:45:40 P
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Media Release

Udupi, Oct 14: Kasturba Hospital, in 2 landmark
moment for healthcare in Udupi district, launched its
advanced robotic surgery programme, marking a
transformative chapter in the region. The path-breaking
technology was unveiled by Saina Mehwal, Ohympic
badminton champion and chief guest for the event.

Aimed at enhancing precision and improving outcomes
in surgical oncology, general surgery, Gl surgery, OBG,
urology, and joint replacement procedures, this
advanced technology is set to revolutionize patient care. With this launch, Kasturba Hospital became the
first healthcare institution in Udupi district to offer robotic-assisted surgeries.
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